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PATRIOTIC 
DISPLAY 

CHALLENGE 

The City of Sugar Creek is now requiring residential 
rental properties as well as non-owner-occupied proper-
ties be inspected every two years or when the occu-
pancy changes, whichever comes first.

This change affects Chapter 7 of the City’s Code of 
Ordinances, which addresses buildings and building 
regulations. 

Current code requires that properties be inspected 
only when occupancy changes.

All owners of rental properties are to register their 
property by August 1, 2020 by filling out a form they 
can get from City Hall or by going on-line to the City’s 
web site at www.sugar-creek.mo.us. The form must be 
delivered back to City Hall in person or by registered 
mail to 103 S. Sterling, Sugar Creek, MO 64054. There 
is also a $50 fee per each rental unit. Multiple units or 
properties can be listed on the same form.

The inspections are to be completed by a representa-

tive of the Fire Department. Once the application and 
fees are paid by the landlord, someone from the Fire 
Department will contact the owner within 14 days to 
schedule the inspection.

The City has six goals for this amendment:
1. To establish a residential and non-owner-occupied 

property registration program as a way to communicate 
with owners.

2. To protect the character and stability of residential 
areas.

3. To correct and prevent housing conditions that 
can adversely affect the life, safety, general welfare and 
health of occupants.

4. To prevent overcrowding.
5. To provide minimum standards for the maintenance 

of the buildings to prevent slums and blight.
6. To provide a way for the enforcement and adminis-

tration of the Code of Ordinances of the City.

City Changes Rental Property Regulations

What no parade, no fireworks?! 
Well the VFW Post 3976 wants to 
give Sugar Creek an opportunity to 
show our patriotic spirit during this 
time. They have planned the first 
annual Sugar Creek Patriotic Display 
Challenge 2020. 

Join in the fun by decorating 
your homes and businesses, with all 
items exemplifying your patriotism. 
There will be awards and prizes 
for the top winners. Judging will 
begin on June 29th with awards 
announced on July 4th. Categories 
will include residential properties 
and commercial businesses.

For more information, contact the 
VFW Post 3976 at 816-461-2636 or 
Steve Herrman at 816-674-2769.

In the regularly scheduled Council meeting held Monday, June 8 at 
6:00 p.m via ZOOM, the Aldermen voted unanimously to cancel the 
Fourth of July Parade, based on the following information:

1. It’s entirely possible that Sugar Creek would be the only parade 
on July 4. The number of spectators would be impossible to predict or 
control.

2. If we are still under Phase 2 Rules, Parades are NOT allowed.
3. If we are under Phase 3 Rules, Parades are allowed with limits 

which basically means 6 foot social distancing.
4. At this point, it’s not conceivable that we would be under Phase 4. 

The primary tenant of Phase 4 is a vaccine. The best we can hope for 
is Phase 3.

5. The State will not allow the County to come out of Phase One until 
June 15, and that might change if there is a spike in cases or deaths.

6. The Mayor asked for responses in his daily This Week in the Creek. 
The responses were unanimous, “Cancel the Parade for 2020!”

The fireworks show will also not happen in 2020. The City was able 
to have Wald Fireworks cancel our agreement for this year and agree to 
schedule for 2021.

The Sugar Creek Optimist will still sell fireworks in the City begin-
ning in June through July 4. Support your local Optimist in their major 
fundraiser of the year.

Fourth of July Parade, 
Fireworks Show Canceled 



FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...
Council Meeting Minutes 05/11/2020

• The Regular Council Meeting was held 
via ZOOM as the City was still under the 
County orders of social distancing. 

• The meeting began at 6:00 p.m. 
with all Aldermen present as well as the 
Mayor, the City Administrator, the City 
Clerk, the City Attorney and all Heads of 
Departments and four guests.

• After establishing that a quorum was 
present and the Pledge, the Mayor read 
into record the Proclamation for National 
Public Works Week, May 17 to May 23. 
The Consent Agenda was then passed 
unanimously. 

• The Mayor asked Mr. Layton if he had 
received any additional information about 
the Bill that was laid over from the previ-
ous Council Meeting. Mr. Layton assured 
all that his questions had been answered 
to his satisfaction about the request from 
SPIRE for an easement for a gas line con-
nection. A motion was made and second-
ed for the second reading of the ordinance 
which then passes unanimously. 

• The next ordinance brought before 
the Council asked for improvements to 
sidewalks and curbs along Sterling. The 
Aldermen, being concerned about rev-
enues being lower than last year due to 
the coronavirus asked if this bill could be 
voted on at a later time, possibly June 8, 
after a more detailed study of the actual 
financial status of the City can be deter-
mined. The Aldermen agreed to table this 
ordinance to a later date.

• The last ordinance of the night con-
cerned an unpaid closing fee associated 
with a CDBG grant for the retail develop-
ment proposed for the 2014 Ridge Retail 
Development, (24 & Sterling). This passed 
unanimously.

• The Mayor said that most of what he 
had been doing over the last two weeks 
could be found in the daily This Week 
in the Creek. The only item, the Mayor 
wanted to call to everyone’s attention is 
that the area Mayors of Independence, 
Raytown, Blue Springs, Grandview and 
Lee’s Summit had been meeting at least 
once a week by ZOOM or phone confer-
ence to come up with comprehensive, sen-
sible, fair recommendations for Churches, 
Gyms, Fitness Centers and restaurants 
for Phase One to propose to the County 
Executive. As of this writing, the County 
Executive said that he listened to the 
Mayors, health professionals and legal 

counsel and changed the percentages for 
Churches, Gyms and Fitness Centers to 
match the orders for restaurants. 

• Alderman Sagehorn asked Mrs. 
McGhee for an analysis of the current 
financial situation. Where are our rev-
enues compared to last year? How much 
revenue have 
we lost due to 
mediocre retail 
sales? How are 
we doing on USE 
tax (internet sales)? 
What have we spent 
percentage-wise of 
the budget? Mrs. 
McGhee said she 
would get this 
information and 
send to the Board.

• Alderman Mikulich 
asked about the Rental 
Inspection Program that 
was passed last Council 
Meeting. He requested that initial mailing 
go out June 1 with an effective enforce-
ment date of August 1. This would give 
landlord the opportunity to ask questions 
and would give the City the opportunity 
to work out any glitches in the procedure. 
The Alderman then directed the next 
question to Mrs. McGhee. He wanted to 
know which bucket money was coming 
from to pay for improvements to the Gym 
and Mike Onka Hall. Ultimately, it was 
verbally decided to take money from the 
Parks and Recreation fund to pay for the 
Hall. It was further decided to take money 
from the General Fund to pay for Gym 
improvements. Mrs. McGhee said this is 
what she will do moving forward and 
she would make sure any past expenses 
would be credited or debited from the cor-
rect account.

• City Administrator Casey listed the 
improvements to the Sugar Creek gymna-
sium and Mike Onka Hall.

1. The Gym roof is almost complete.
2. The windows should be arriving on 

or about May 15. The delay has been 
caused by the virus.

3. EVERGY has scheduled the week of 
May 17 to May 23 to install 3-phase elec-
trical.

4. Three bids for painting the interior of 
the Gym have been received, ranging from 
$56,000 to $72,000. The Aldermen agreed 
to postpone awarding a contract until City 

finances are understood better.
5. Two bids for the gym floor have also 

been received for $15,200 and $18,800. 
The Aldermen also agreed to decide on 
this scope of work at a later date.

Mike Onka Hall is progressing quickly. 
The concrete work is finished and forms 

have been removed. KC Structural 
Steel will be on site May 11 to 
May 15 to install the metal roof 
covering the new patio. Part 

of the handrail has been 
installed with the 
remainder to be 

installed once 
installation of 
the roof is com-

plete.
• City Clerk 

Dickerson 
announced 
that City Hall 
offices had 

been opened 
to the public 

as of 5/11. The next job for the city 
clerk to tackle was to make sure all City 
Employees were enrolled in the correct 
benefit program for the upcoming plan 
year.

• Chief Soule stated that the Police/
Fire lobby was also opened on May 11. 
Finger printing will be put on hold for 
the time being. SERV-PRO volunteered to 
sanitize each of the Police cars as a dona-
tion to first responders. The Chief received 
an email to pick up PPE items from the 
County on Tuesday. Patrolmen have been 
instructed to resume ticketing on a regular 
basis. 

• Mr. Layton responded to a question 
from Alderman Steffen about the closed 
section of road between Norledge and 
Burton. The cost of the engineer would 
be $11,900. The actual work would be 
considerably more. The Aldermen said 
this was another project that could wait. 
Mr. Layton relayed a suggestion from Wil-
Pav to look into resurfacing Sterling. Now 
would be a good time as asphalt prices 
were tied to gasoline prices and since gas 
prices were very low, the cost of the two-
phase project would be about $200,000 or 
$100,000 for each phase. The Aldermen 
agreed to look at this project at a later 
date.

–– See “From Mayor Mike Larson’s 
Desk” on page 4
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Fire Department
FIRESIDE CHAT– The Sugar Creek Fire Department was over-

whelmed by the support shown by our citizens in the passing of the 
proposed 1/2 cent sales tax for Capital Improvements.

As the Department nears its 100th year anniversary in 2024, it’s 
important to remember that the department, equipment and appara-
tus used for emergency response belong to the community it serves. 

The tax generated will allow the department to continue serving 
the residents, both professionally and promptly, while ushering in 
the needed advancements to keep pace with our growing city and it’s 
Emergency Service needs.

As you’ve hopefully seen over the last few months (please see per-
vious articles if not), the department has laid out some very exciting, 
yet essential budgetary items that will be making their way to service 
our city in the near future.

As a department, we would like thank you for allowing and trusting 
our firefighters to serve this community with integrity and profession-
alism. We look forward to sharing our progress in this endeavor in 
both the Sweet Talk Fireside Chats and on our social media accounts. 

Please follow us on Facebook at Sugar Creek Mo Fire Department or 
on Twitter at @SugarCreeekFD. Stay safe...

–– Lieutenant Brandon Smith, Sugar Creek Fire Department

Public Works
2019 ANNUAL WATER QUALITY REPORT– The 2019 calendar 

year Consumer Confidence - Annual Water Quality Report for the City 
of Sugar Creek will NOT be mailed to each individual customer but is 
available online at http://www.dnr.mo.gov/ccr/MO1010773.pdf.

A copy of the report can be requested at City Hall and Public Works 
building. This report is intended to provide you with important infor-
mation about your drinking water and the efforts made to provide safe 
drinking water. If there are any questions regarding this report, please 
feel free to contact Public Works at 252-4413.

LANDFILL PERMITS– To obtain a landfill permit, please go 
directly to Public Works Department, 11104 Lake Street, to get the per-
mit. Please bring identification and verification that your Sugar Creek 
utility billing is current and up to date. Please note that only four (4) 
landfill permits are allowed per year. 

STREET LIGHTS– Report a street light that is not working. Please 
have the approximate address of the pole, and contact Public Works 
at 252-4413.

MOSQUITOES– Mosquitoes are an all too familiar summer nui-
sance. They are not only annoying, but they represent potential 
health hazards.There are positive steps that you can take to reduce 
this menace, since many generations of mosquitoes can breed right 
in your yard, you can help eliminate the potential breeding grounds 
around your home. If there are any places around your property where 
water collects, such as water-holding containers, house drains, and 
ornamental ponds. CHECK YOUR YARD & HOME...old tires, tin cans, 
bottles, jars, buckets, and other containers. Repair leaky pipes, outside 
faucets, clean clogged roof gutters and drain flat roofs. 

Parks & Recreation
T-BALL– We have decided it is in the best interest of all parties 

involved to cancel the T-Ball season this year. 
SUGAR CREEK GYMNASIUM– The gym is being worked on and 

will be ready for use as soon as we get the go ahead!

NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
3

Summer time is pool time! 
And pool time is fun time!  If you are fortunate enough to have a pool

for this summer, enjoy it to the ultimate!  There can also be many
hazards associated with swimming pools. For the safety of your

family and guests, before making a pool purchase, or getting your pool
ready for the season, please stop by Sugar Creek City Hall to pick up

your copy of pool and fencing regulations and your pool permit. All swimming 
pools over 24 inches in depth require an annual pool permit.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
facebook.com/SugarCreekMO

Richard and 
Rhonda Stoddard
of Sugar Creek
celebrated 50 

years of marriage
June 22, 2020.

Happy 50th Anniversary!
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FROM MAYOR MIKE 
LARSON’S DESK 
n continued from page 2

• Finance Director McGhee agreed to 
look into the financial health of the City in 
greater detail and get that information to the 
Aldermen. Currently, the City is down in 
retail sales tax receipts which is to be under-
standable. The Internet USE tax the City 
passed years ago, is considerably up from 
last month with more people staying home 
and ordering online. 

• Parks & Rec Director Sparks confirmed 
that the ESRI program has been downloaded 
onto his City computer which will allow 
him to work closely with Mr. Ben Hedrick. 
Together, they will be able to mark all impor-
tant locations with GIS tracking numbers. 
Mr. Sparks also said that progress is being 
made on a Disc Golf Course at LaBenite 
Park.

• Seeing no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 6:49 p.m.

Council Meeting Minutes 06/08/2020
• The Regular Council Meeting was held 

via ZOOM as the City was still under the 
County orders of social distancing.  

• The meeting was started at 6:00 p.m., 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and 
a roll call to establish a quorum. A motion 
was made and seconded to pass the Consent 
Agenda which passed unanimously.

• Before beginning the bills and ordinanc-
es, the Mayor tackled the topic of the Fourth 
of July Parade and the Fireworks on the 
Fourth. He asked for opinions after present-
ing the following information:

1. Phase Two of the County social distanct-
ing order allows only 50 total people.

2. Phase Three of the County social dis-
tancing order allows only 100 total people.

3. CDC guidelines allow 250 people total.
4. The Governor is scheduled to move 

the State out of Phase One and into Phase 
Two but there are no promises. Everything 
depends on the trends of the number of 
cases and deaths.

5. Phase Four does not begin until there is 
a vaccine.

6. Many citizens have voiced a concern 
about being the ONLY Parade in town on the 
Fourth and how it might draw an unusually 
large crowd. Chief Soule voice his opinion 
about not having enough staff to control a 
larger than normal crowd.

 • With all of this information, the 
Aldermen agreed to cancel the Fourth of July 

Parade for 2020. At that time, it was hoped 
that the City could find a time to do the 
Fireworks Show. Since the Council Meeting 
Monday night, Wald Fireworks Company has 
agreed to cancel the show with the promise 
that the City would sign them for the 2021 
Fireworks show.

• The first ordinance was an ordinance 
carried over from the May 25th meeting. The 
ordinance authorizes repairs to sidewalks 
and curbs along Sterling Ave. These repairs 
were necessary for the safety of specta-
tors for the Fourth of July Parade. Since the 
Parade was cancelled by previous Council 
action, it was decided to hold this ordinance 
for a future vote.

• The second ordinance authorized an 
annual payment to Midwest Public Risk for 
Workmen’s Compensation Insurance. The 
third ordinance authorized an annual pay-
ment to Midwest Public Risk for Liability 
Insurance on City buildings and property. 
Both ordinances passed unanimously.

• The Mayor mentioned multiple phone 
calls with other area Mayors and how prog-
ress in communication is being made with 
the Jackson County Health Department. The 
Mayor was present on a phone call with 
area festival planners. Together, in less than 
two weeks, these planners put together a 
comprehensive plan to hold fairs and festi-
vals in the midst of the pandemic. This plan 
was then presented to the Jackson County 
Health Department for review. The Health 
Department agreed that it was a very good, 
comprehensive plan but only lacked a way to 
maintain and control social distancing. The 
Department would take it under advisement 
when discussing moving into Phase Three. 
This was viewed as a huge step forward in 
communication as decision were previously 
just being handed down without input from 
Mayors or City Planners. The Mayor also 
pointed out in a very fuzzy ZOOM shot the 
MML traveling plaque awarded to the City 
with the most attendance at the quarterly 
dinner. Sugar Creek hosted the Quarterly 
dinner in January and had the most in atten-
dance for the first time since the start of the 
traveling plaque.

• Alderman Sagehorn asked, “Mayor, you 
are always talking about Eastern Jackson 
County. Is there a Western Jackson County?” 
The Mayor said he would get back to the 
Alderman on that. After an email to Bridgette 
Shaffer, Jackson County Health Director, the 
response was, “Kansas City, Missouri has its 
own Health Department and therefore takes 
care of its own issues. Jackson County has 
its own Health Department and therefore 
takes care of the eastern portion of Jackson 
County. So technically, there is no Western 
Jackson County unless you want to desig-

nate Kansas City itself as ‘Western Jackson’”. 
Great trivia question, Alderman. I will have 
to remember that one. Alderman Sagehorn 
renewed his objection to the County telling 
Sugar Creek that they could open their parks 
but not their playgrounds.

• Alderman Steffen thanked the Council 
for the acknowledgement for installing LED 
lights at the new pavilion. He said, he could 
not have done it alone without his son Cody, 
who came of his own free will and was not 
told to come. Just as important as Cody was 
Mr. John Riley, an electrician by trade who 
volunteered his time and expertise to the 
cause. Alderman Steffen wanted to know if 
the Council would agree to waive the normal 
Mike Onka Hall rental fee in lieu of work 
already done and allow Mr. Riley to hold 
his wedding reception at the Hall in early 
October? A motion was made and seconded 
and approved unanimously to grant such a 
request. Alderman Steffen approved of the 
work that was proceeding at the Gym. He 
asked if the Council would reconsider vot-
ing on the interior painting bids and the 
resurfacing of the gym floor bids. A motion 
was made and seconded to accept the lowest 
paint bid to paint the interior of the Gym. 
The Board approved the motion unanimously 
provided an ordinance was presented at 
the next Council Meeting. A motion was 
made and seconded to approve the low bid 
on resurfacing the gym floor which would 
include replacing damaged boards, sand-
ing, painting lines and several coats of floor 
finish. The Board approve the work unani-
mously.

• Alderman Ray asked of ceiling fans 
could be installed in the Pavilion? Alderman 
Steffen stated that during the lighting work, 
it was not terribly hot and there was a nice 
breeze blowing and preferred to wait until 
later to add ceiling fans if it were ever neces-
sary. To do so however, would require a new 
circuit reserved just for the fans. Aldermen 
Ray then asked for a Dollar Tree report. Mr. 
Loving said that everything was moving 
along smoothly. The sewer challenge was 
examined and a couple of acceptable correc-
tions were suggested and approved.

• Alderman Mikulich wanted to revisit the 
acoustics of Mike Onka Hall. He has found 
one company that can supply acoustical 
“tiles” that might correct the echoing, but 
would not promise. The Council asked to 
look at this later and look around for more 
bids from different companies.

• Mrs. Dickerson wanted everyone to 
know that the VFW was instituting the first 
annual Show Your Patriotism Challenge. 
Judging would begin on June 29 with win-

–– See “From Mayor Mike Larson’s
Desk” on next page
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Life of Norman Remembered

Jeff Norman was granted his angel wings on May 22, 2020.
The way he died is just as he lived, he wrote his own rules, 

and he paved his own way. His family knew him as a faithfully 
devoted husband of 40 years, loving dependable father, and an 
ornery doting PaPa.

Jeff was able to take care of his mother Barbara for the past 
9 years. Jeff was Barbara’s only son. He was a wonderful big 

brother, an amazing and much-loved uncle. 
He was a lifelong Sugar Creeker and a gradu-
ate of St Mary’s Bundschu Memorial 1976. 
Jeff always knew the right thing to say, even 
if it was wildly inappropriate, which will be 
missed by all who knew him. He was also a 
firm believer that he should have been a race 

car driver, always outshining any other car on the road. 
Jeff was a sheet metal guru, having worked with sheet metal 

for over 35 years. He would still affectionately visit his buddy’s 
shop weekly to spread his humor and “joy”. Jeff loved a beauti-
ful day on his boat, the smell of M-80’s, tending his garden and 
hanging with his buddies which he’s had since childhood.

Jeffery Edward Norman will be lovingly and dearly missed. 
“Well, I don’t know, but I’ve been told, you never slow down, 
you never grow old...” (Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers).

Survivors include his mother, Barbara Norman; wife Linda 
Norman; daughter Brandi Franke and her children Mikayla 
Franke and Lena Franke; sons Mike Davis and his children; 
Richard Jones and wife Kandie Marie Jones; Scott Davis and 
wife Kirsten Davis and their children Avery Davis, Jason Davis 
and Jillian Davis; sister, Michelle and David Devolder and their 
children, Ryan and Erica Devolder and their daughter Adalyn; 
Kailey and Dominic Etli and their son Jackson and 6 great 
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his father Edward Norman. A 
memorial service will be held Saturday, July 25, 2020 at William 
Henry Harrison Park in the shelter house. 11520 Mike Onka 
Memorial Dr. Sugar Creek, MO 64054.

 At the library...
JULY 2020

ALL RESIDENTS, 
PLEASE NOTE:

All Kansas City 
Public Library locations are 
closed as of Friday, March 
15, 2020. Visit our website, 
kclibrary.org for updates.

THE LITTLE FREE LIBRARY AT 
11420 BURTON IS OPEN!

The library has been cleaned and the books are individually 
wrapped in plastic bags that are taped closed.

These books are yours to keep.
There are some new books for the children.

The Free Library is outside, so the contamination threat is low.
Librarians will frequently clean the library surfaces and re-

move books to store elsewhere.
 During this time, please do not add books or return books.

We will advise you of any changes.

KEEP READING SUGAR CREEK!

ners announced on July 4. Two categories will exist: residential and 
business. Prizes will be given to the best in each category.

• Chief Soule informed the Council that he has hired a reserve offi-
cer to full-time position. The new full-time hire, Officer Tom Brown, 
has previous experience in policing and welcomes the opportunity 
to serve Sugar Creek. Officers were called to the Missouri River at 
LaBenite in response to a report of an overturned boat. A water res-
cue determined that no one was in or under the capsized boat and 
more problems would be created by our officers trying to right the 
boat and bring it to shore. The capsized boat was allowed to con-
tinue on its way down river.

• Mrs. McGhee reminded the Aldermen that financial reports had 
been placed in each mailbox and that if they had any questions to 
please contact her. Alderman Steffen asked of her gut-feeling on how 
the City was doing financially. Mrs. McGhee feels we are doing fine. 

Retail sales tax revenues are coming back up. Water turn-off notices 
are going out and that should trigger an increase in utility payments 
or at least citizen contact with the finance department to get on a 
payment plan.

• Mr. Loving reported that after advertising for bids on demolish-
ing the building at 917 N. Sterling Ave. and receiving no bids, he was 
going to send letters to about 10 Demo companies asking bids.

• Lt. Brandon Smith reported for Chief Richardson. The fireman 
wanted to thank the Alderman and City for generously approving 
the Fire Tax Bill on the June 2 ballot. The passage will allow the 
Department to make plans well into the future.

• Mr. Sparks stated that he was working on a contract with the 
Blue Moon Trio for the Fourth Friday Concert in the Park to be held 
6/26 at 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m. at Wells Park. Mr. Sparks then asked 
it the Council wanted to approve the Shockers starting their home 
football season on July 11. As of the meeting Monday night, the City 
still did not have a contract with the Shockers Football Team. The 
Aldermen asked to wait on any formal decision and see what tran-
spires with the State, County and coronavirus numbers.

• Seeing no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m.

FROM MAYOR MIKE LARSON’S DESK 
n continued from page 4
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